
Course Description

Prerequisite: English 2

American Literature focuses on American historical periods and a diversity of authors.  The 
genres include journal entries, speeches, essays, short stories, poetry, and autobiographies.  
The main literary focus is to evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social 
influences of an author’s historical period so that students better understand the literature 
they are reading. In addition, American Literature prepares students for college and/or future 
careers by helping students build confidence in reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.

Objectives

1. Students will comprehend, interpret, and analyze literary and informational texts.
2. Students will synthesize ideas from multiple

texts. 
3. Students will conduct research and follow a

standard format for citation.  
4. Students will follow a writing process to pro-

duce clear and coherent writing, while blend-
ing narrative, expository, and argumentative
techniques.   

5. Students will review, revise, and edit writing
with consideration for task, purpose, and audi-
ence.

6. Students will collaborate with peers and learn
how to appropriately participate in collegial
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discussions.
7. Students will synthesize claims made on all sides of an issue, respond thoughtfully and 

justify their own understanding/views based on evidence and reasoning presented.  
8. Students will learn how to plan and deliver clear and distinct presentations, engaging 

their listeners and making strategic use of multimedia.   

Texts and required materials

• One folder for notes, handouts, and writing assignments
• Pens, pencils, and paper

Students are responsible for coming to class fully prepared every day. Failure to prepare for
class may result in failure of assignments, tests, and the class itself.

Grading

Grades are assigned according to a percentage of total points possible for the class according 
to the school’s standard grading scale. Points are assigned using a variety of scoring methods 
as appropriate to assignments. Participation is also worth points on some assignments. Not all
activities are assignments, though. Some activities in class are for practice and will not be 
graded. 

Students who show evidence of effort or improvement may receive verbal or written praise 
and encouragement. Such praise is not a guarantee of a particular grade.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is turning in someone else’s work as all or part of one’s own. It is a very serious is-
sue in academics. Every instance of plagiarism will be subject to the consequences described 
in the student handbook.

Making up work

All students are responsible for all in-class and out-of-class assignments as well as in-class 
participation. All work must be turned in on time. Work is considered late when students 
who were present turn it in after the time it is collected by the teacher. To wit:

• If it is turned in later during that class period, it is late.
• If it is turned in later that day, it is late.
• If a student cannot find work in a disorganized folder, bag, or locker and turns it in 

later than the rest of the class does, it is late.
Participation in extracurricular activities is encouraged, but is not an excuse for turning in 
work late.

Students who have not turned in work due to absences are covered by the policy for late work 
stated in the student handbook.
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Students who need extra help or computer time should schedule appointments with me dur-
ing advisory time, before school, or after school.

Classroom Procedures

Students must be in the classroom when the tardy bell rings. Students in the hall without 
written permission from a teacher or administrator will be counted tardy/absent. Students 
should take their seats as soon as possible and begin working on any activity displayed on the 
board or wait quietly for instructions. Talking and passing notes are not allowed while the 
teacher is taking roll or at any other times during class without specific permission from the 
teacher. Students with excused absence slips
should raise their hands after roll and ask for
makeup work if they do not already have it. 

Students should not open the door for anyone. If
someone is tardy and (consequently) stuck in the
hall, wave at them in a friendly fashion and wait
for the teacher to open the door.

Good attendance is a vital component of academic
success. Students who are present for lectures,
discussions, and in-class help will perform better
than those who are not present.

Students should not sharpen their pencils, borrow
necessary materials, or roam the classroom look-
ing for necessary materials while the teacher is
talking. He is the most educated person in the
room, and he knows what will be on the test. If
words are coming out of his mouth, you should be
writing them down to memorize later. If you are
not taking notes, you are not likely to succeed.

Class time is not an appropriate time for students’
pursuit of their social lives. Discussion should be
appropriately timed and limited to appropriate
topics. Distracted or distracting talk and behavior
will harm student performance and is a disci-
plinary issue.

Students are expected to do their own work unless
they have been specifically instructed to work in
groups (see the plagiarism section above).
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Ten ways to impress your teacher

1. Show up. You can't win if you don't play. 

2. If you miss, show up in class with a slip from  Tracy. 
You know you need one, and I shouldn't have to remind 
you or waste class time waiting for you to get one. (We 
will wait for you like one pig waits for another, which is 
to say not at all.)

3. Show up on time. Tardy students waste everyone 
else's time. Being tardy breaks all three rules of thumb 
on page five.

4. Turn off your tech (especially your phone) unless I 
tell you to use it. Playing with electronic toys during 
class is not working hard.

5. Communicate with me in a mature fashion. Don't 
whine, scold, pretend you know more about the subject 
matter than I do, or make accusations when what you 
really want is help. Grownups have emotions too, and if 
you irritate them they will treat you like an irritant.

6. Help me out. If I'm moving desks, lend a hand. If I'm 
handing out papers, volunteer to help. (I can't let you 
hand back graded work.) If your classmates are off task, 
get them back on task. Remember though, don't open 
the door for anyone.

7. Deal with any problems with your grade before the 
last minute. I have too many students to check every 
assignment for a quarter on the last day of the quarter 
for everybody. 

8. Follow directions. Different teachers have different 
procedures and requirements for good reasons. Don't 
expect assignments or standards to change to suit your 
whims.

9. Make a personal contribution to the class. Actually 
try to answer discussion questions. Encourage other 
students during group activities. Help those who are 
struggling with the material. I can't help everyone at 
once and neither can you. But we can both help 
someone.

10. Remember that you aren't better than anybody else. 
If you think you are, you've missed something. 
Everybody in this class has something to contribute, 
and everybody will need help from time to time. Do 
your part.



Approach to teaching

I am here to teach you English because facility with English language arts is a fundamental part of your
education. You are here to learn English for the same reason. If you think you don't need to learn this 
subject, you are mistaken. People who are unskilled with language, particularly people who speak a re-
gional dialect like ours, often spend their lives being disrespected, misled, and manipulated by people 
with my level of skill. I am here to give you an advantage over them because, frankly, I don't want to 
live in a society full of ignorant, easily misled people. Don't waste this opportunity.

Together, we can rejoice that you are done taking End of Course Exams in English Language Arts, so 
we can relax a little. Still, this is a required class in a core subject. It is not a blow off class or an easy A. 
I will be introducing new concepts and skills throughout the year while also pushing you to work at a 
higher level with the skills you already have. It. Will. Be. Hard. Expect to work a lot. Expect to work 
every day.  We do not (as a rule) have free days. Don't waste time asking for them. We may, on occa-
sion, have study days, review days, catch up days, and the like, but I will expect you to work every sin-
gle day. If you tell someone that you didn't do anything in English class, you have confessed to a failure
to participate. If you have been gone, don't ask me if we did anything. Ask me what we did. Then I will 
ask you why you have not checked the class webpage. In exchange for your cooperation, I will avoid (as
much as I can) giving you homework. Sometimes you will have to read or finish assignments outside of
class, but not often (if you work with me). If you waste your time in class, though, if I see you pursuing 
your social lives instead of your educations during class time, then you will have homework.

School is a lot easier if we all get along. Consequently, I expect you to follow the rules in the student 
handbook and to behave like decent human beings. Many social expectations are unwritten, but they 
can be summarized by three rules of thumb: 

1. Be kind.
2. Be trustworthy.
3. Work hard.

Follow these rules. I will be following them myself. I will be as kind to you as you let me be. If you mis-
take kindness for weakness or for an opportunity to play me or your classmates, then (as much as it 
will break my heart) I will have to stop being kind. At that point, you will be involved in a disciplinary 
process regardless of whether or not it reaches your parents/guardians (alien captors/robot overlords/
whatevers). 

You may earn whatever grade you want in this class. If you want an A, all you have to do is earn it. If 
you want to slide by with something less, then you are not following rule three (work hard), and you 
can expect me to devote my considerable ability at annoying people (ask my wife sometime) to encour-
aging you to make a better choice. (Seriously. It's like a super power.)  To that end, I expect you to be 
checking your grade regularly on Lumen's parent portal. You are old enough to do this yourself. Do not
ask me to check your grades during class. I will not do it, even if you think we aren't doing anything 
(see paragraph two of this section). If you cannot check your own grade on your own time, see me dur-
ing advisory, before school, or after school. I will check your grade with you at those times if I am not 
otherwise committed.

We are all in this together. Let's help each other out.
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